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Staffordshire Rugby Union

Mini and Youth Committee Meeting
Held at Burton Rugby Club on 8 January 2018 at 7:30 PM
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Those Present
	Robin Websdale
	Chair Mini & Youth
	07977 592215
	robin.websdale@hotmail.co.uk 

	Mark Hall
	Trentham
	07932 607127
	mandhsheetmetal@live.co.uk 

	Mick Proctor
	RFU CB Rep
	07718 364357
	mrol@btinternet.com

	Marcus Midwinter
	Leek
	07976 634336
	mkmidwinter@sky.com 

	Stephen Eastwood
	Burton on Trent
	07850 320368
	Stephen.eastwood3@btinternet.com 

	Simon Barker
	Burntwood
	07703 884699
	Simonb3773@gmail.com 

	Nick Hardy
	Lichfield 
	07767 613477
	nick.hardy@gva.co.uk 

	Ian Cantrill
	Stafford
	07814 077604
	ian.cantrill@hotmail.com

	Simon Hincks
	RFU
	07912 541471
	simonhincks@rfu.com

	Mike Yorke
	Stoke
	
	mikejaneyorke@hotmail.com

	Alun Wickham
	Wolverhampton
	
	alun.wickham@btinternet.com

	Richard Scuffam
	Walsall
	07713 455182
	rscuffam@gmail.com 

	Michelle Brough
	Wolverhampton
	07909 822504
	michelle.brough@yahoo.co.uk

	Richard Baker
	Stafford
	07804 497291
	richnbaker@ntlworld.com 

	Paul Simon
	Uttoxeter
	
	paul.simon1@tesco.net; 


Apologies 

	Doug Finney
	Longton 
	07801 711186
	dcfinney@btinternet.com 

	John Atkin
	SRU
	01543 472605
	j.atkin12@btinternet.com 

	Damian Hopkins
	Stoke
	
	damian.hopkins@yahoo.co.uk

	Gav Jones
	Walsall 
	07432 025253
	gavinjones@live.co.uk

	Jason Farr
	Newcastle
	07946 526323
	info@newcastle.pet.care.co.uk 

	Deon Vlok
	Eccleshall
	
	deon.vlok@sky.com


Distribution
Those present and giving apologies plus:-

	Glyn Bennett
	Barton u Needwood 
	07879 421474
	glyn-bennett@outlook.com

	Ian Davies
	Handsworth
	07753 282288
	iandavieshandsworth@gmail.com

	Ian Baker
	Burton (Chair)
	
	

	Michelle Banks
	Willenhall
	07432 028356
	juniorchair@willenhall.gmail.com

	Roy Cole
	Tamworth
	07785 610792
	

	Scott Rayne 
	Stafford (JR Chair)
	
	staffordrufcjuniorchair@gmail.com

	Mike Bezus
	Trentham
	07831 848153
	mtb@scsgroup.com

	Howard Johnson
	Handsworth
	07831 466583
	h_johnson4@sky.com

	Barrie Newton
	Rugeley
	07929 147933
	barrie.newton@bannerbatteries.com

	Gary Trow
	Cannock
	07852 267757
	garytrow@yahoo.com 

	Craig Shaw
	Tamworth
	07929 959305
	ch.shaw27@aol.co.uk

	Asa Skipp
	Tamworth
	07504 427368
	asaskipp@hotmail.com

	James Hitchen
	Lichfield 
	07717 501285
	jch39@icloud.com 

	Richard Jones
	Stoke
	07803 618838
	richard@thelevels.net 

	Ian Meakin
	Leek
	07817 846736
	Ianmeakin64@gmail.com

	Rich Morrall 
	Wednesbury
	07837 913988
	Richmmm.989@gmail.com


 

Principal Points Arising
	ITEM
	NOTE
	ACTION



	Minutes of Previous Meeting


	All agreed that the minutes of the previous meeting (the AGM) held at Willenhall RFC on 6 November 2017 were a true record.  
	

	Chairman’s Report
	Half Game Rule 

RW had noted at the previous meeting that an RFU Commission Report was recommending the introduction of a ‘half game’ rule, whereby all players are to play at least half the game.  Whilst potentially difficult to manage for large squads (and to enforce) it should be the approach adopted in any event to ensure equitable opportunity to maximise player development across squads, to address over/under-playing issues, and to support player retention.

RW confirmed that the latest position is that the rule will be applied:-
· on a voluntary basis during season 2018/19, probably through the Codes of Practice; and 

· on a mandatory basis from season 2019/20, through Regulation 15. 

Mechanisms for enforcement are not yet clear, but it is possible that clubs will be required to keep records of players’ game time.  

It was agreed during discussion that there is always a requirement for common sense to apply, with either a Code of Practice, or Regulation, to be applied in the context of the over-riding need to ensure player welfare and where, for example: -
· a player is new to the sport, or to a squad, so that their competence within a game situation may not be known; or

· the strength of opposition may put certain players at risk.

RW also confirmed that the ‘half game rule’ is to apply to all games, whether friendly or competition fixtures. 

Summer Touch
NH had asked a question relating to out of season activities for U9-U13s.  Having read Reg 15.6.2 (which is prescriptive), the Code of Practice and ‘Summer Activities’ sheet on RFU.com (which are advisory) NH concludes that U9s-U13s can play Touch out of season (except during June). 
However, there is ambiguity because Reg 15 refers to the superseded ‘Reg 15 Guidance’ (which cited Touch as an approved activity), rather than the Codes of Practice (which permit for U13s and below only “Non-rugby based physical activity”). On the other hand the extant ‘Summer Activities’ sheet confirms that approved out-of-season activities include  “Touch/Tag/Beach Tag Rugby AG/F (Note: Only for U9s and above)”.  

Uncertainty remained after the discussion. This is unfortunate in the context of Simon Hincks having advised previously that Clubs that support activities out-of-season that are not approved risk their accreditation.  

[Post-Meeting Note: given the potential significance of this to clubs’ summer activities and accreditation, NH has placed an enquiry with the RFU enquiries team] 
	All Clubs to note.

NH to report to future meeting

	Competitions
	RW asked that all Competition organisers ensure that the spreadsheets on the SRU website are brought up to date with results to date. 
RW also asked that all trophies be returned to the next M&Y meeting.

Simon Barker had a question re: the organisation of U12 competition in the event of more than 16 teams entering.  SB to take up outside the meeting with Simon Hincks.

In relation to any games rearranged due to poor weather, RW confirmed that it is for the clubs involved to agree alternative dates provided those are outside School windows in the Competition Calendar (2017/18).

In relation to the Competition Calendar 2018/19, RW advised that had been signed off by schools and was with Tigers and Twickenham for final agreement.  [Post Meeting Note: the finalised Competition Calendar was later circulated by RW to all on the M&Y distribution list]

	Age Group Leads to action

All trophy holders

	GMS
	Simon Hincks noted that a Staffordshire Club has recently had to manage a situation where a Coach had left the Club but had continued to be in contact with the parents and players of the age group(s) that they were involved with.  

SH used this to highlight some areas of recommended best practice relating to communications.  

· The use of GMS to communicate with parent groups is recommended on the basis that all communications via GMS are saved and can be referred to, if necessary, in the event of safeguarding or other issues.  All GMS communications may be accessed by the RFU and by the Club.
· In cases where coaches/managers/volunteers leave Clubs, the Club should ask for all contact data to be returned (accepting the practical difficulties involved). 

· The Club’s safeguarding officer should, ideally, be included in all distribution lists for every communication group, whatever medium is used (but especially any Facebook page). Again, the practical difficulties involved are acknowledged.

SH can give training on the use of GMS on request. 

	All to note

	Code of Practice
	Simon Hincks drew to the attention of all present the 6 videos that the RFU has produced to communicate key elements of the Codes of Practice.  Examples were shown and links have since been circulated to the M&Y mailing list with a note encouraging circulation widely within clubs. 

SH also asked that as many coaches at as many clubs as possible should sign up to being “in” with the Codes of Practice.  This is done via the voting button at www.englandrugby.com/codesofpractice  

	All Clubs to note/promote

	DONM
	5 March 2018 at Longton RFC

	


